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Message from our President 
It was somewhat dry, smoky but hot summer in Calgary.  Some of our pensioners devoted their times in volunteering at activities organized by the local communities in Alberta to celebrating the 150 birthday of Canada. CP Rail also participated in the festivities by launching The CP Canada 150 Train. On July 28, it began its journey from Port Moody and after making stops in 13 various cities, arrived in Ottawa on August 20.  It connected thousands of Canadians with the history of Canada and Canadian Pacific. The iconic F – Unit diesel locomotive CP 1401 (1958) was leading the train, powering more than 10 beautifully restored Royal Canadian Pacific heritage cars.
During my last message in spring, I highlighted some areas of concern of Bill C27. Currently, there is no movement on this Bill and I encourage you to keep in contact with your Member of Parliament for its withdrawal. As in the past, we are trying to make the monthly luncheons informative and interactive. To do so, efforts are underway to arrange for various speakers and subject matter experts.  Pat Brown, Marian Benner, Nettie Rupert and other volunteers are always diligent in preparing and serving delectable lunches. 

We meet on 2nd Tues of the month at noon at the CP Rail Ogden facility in Building 10. Come join us and meet your fellow pensioners. In the mean time Happy Retirement…………Surinder Rehill 
*********************************************************************************

Regarding CIBC Mellon and payment of monthly pension amount.   

“Hello All;

 

I hope this email find you in the best of your retirement period. Kindly pass on this information to retirees and all other concerned. 

 

A number of pensioners/survivors have received the letters from CP Rail Pension Services indicating the changes that will be implemented during September 2017 about the payment of monthly pension amount.  Those who as of now haven't received their letter will receive shortly.  In brief CP is outsourcing the monthly pension payments to the retirees to CIBC Mellon company.  Your pension amount will continue to come to your bank account. All your direct deposit banking information and your personal address will be automatically transferred from CP's system to CIBC Mellon.

 

In addition the letter contain the following information:

 

- If you have changed the bank account, inform your bank that your monthly  pension payment will now come from CIBC Mellon company so that it is redirected to the proper account. In this case a VOID cheque or direct deposit information from your bank can be sent to to CP Rail via fax : 403 319 3669 or email to : pension@cpr.ca

 

- Pensioners/survivors  will receive initial pay statement for September payment in the mail from CIBC Mellon. After this,  the future pay statement will only be sent in case there is a change to net payment, banking information or address.

 

- Electronic pay statement is not available at this time from CIBC Mellon.

 

For further information contact CP Pension Services at  1-888-511-7557 between the hours 8am to 1pm MST or email: pension@cpr.ca.

 

Regards.

 

Surinder Rehill.

President

NCCPPA” 

*********************************************************************************

Since our last Newsletter: 

In Memory of Departed Members
Ben Monsees, Morris Kryway, David Fisher, Walter Gruszecki & Gerry Grant.

Welcome to our New Members

Liz Dobby, Karl Vatter & Sam Cameron



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Executive and Committee Chairpersons for 2017
President – Surinder Rehill,  

1st Vice President – Dinah Breu 

2 Vice President – Hugh Carey

Secretary Treasurer – Frank Mark {Temp.}

Club Directors

Ken Brown, Lyle Berge, Bill Benner, Dinah Breu, Surinder Rehill, Hugh Carey, Ray Beirnes, Carolyn McIntosh & Frank Mark
Committee Chairpersons

Audit Committee – Bruce Bennett, Art Tetz and Al McGunigal
Communications – Dinah Breu

Bylaws – Bill Benner

Sick & Visiting – Ray Beirnes

Memberships – Frank Mark

Travel & Social – Ken Brown

Nominating – Bill Benner

Newsletter – Lyle Berge & Bill Benner

Pension – Lyle Berge & Ken Brown

Property – Hugh Carey & Frank Mark

Financial – Ray Beirnes


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

APRIL MEETING AND LUNCH

   The regular monthly meeting and lunch of the C.P. pensioners was held on April 11 2017 in our Ogden Club Rooms. This was our Easter  meeting and we had one of the largest gatherings of the year with 52 members in attendance .

       This large turnout was a little unexpected and we had to limit our food portions . We apologize for our need to ration our portions to ensure that everyone had at least something to eat. The lunch consisted of spaghetti  and meatballs with garlic bread and Hot Cross buns for  dessert  . 

    We had Sheryl Rothert, a very informative speaker, and a Financial Advisor from Jujube Insurance and Financial Services who talked about investments and insurance which was targeted  to our age group.

     Raffles were held after the meeting and the winners were;

Wine winners – Carolyn McIntosh and Allan Orr;

Thanks to the wine donors   -Vic Renney and Richard Boittiaux

50/50 Winners - Cliff Salve………….$30.00; Ben Batmogong ………$30.00

By Bill Benner 

*********************************************************************************

                                                              MAY MEETING AND LUNCH
     The regular May meeting and lunch was held on Tuesday May 9  2017 at the  Ogden Club  Rooms . We had a good turnout of about 50 members  , many of the regular attendees came plus some new faces . We always try to encourage new members to come and enjoy the friendship and the services that our organization has to offer .

   Lunch was served consisting of Submarine Sandwiches with chips ,along with apple pie as dessert . This was well received by the members in attendance and we thank our ladies in the preparation, serving, and cleanup of the lunch.

Raffles were held and the winners were ;

50/50  Draw ;

Carol McIntosh  ……$ 35.00

Frank Mark       ……..$35.00

Wine Raffle - Ken Brown, Frank Mark

   The final item in our program was a very informative presentation by  Dr. Manu Dua, a Dentist from the Montgomery Dental Centre  on ;

Overall dental care (reactionary and  preventative ] signs and symptoms 

Early warnings 

Dental problems related to other health issues 

Contemporary denture maintenance procedures .    
By Bill Benner
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Interesting article from the April edition of in The Carillon, RC Diocese of Calgary – printed with permission of Monique Achtman, Editor, The Carillon for The Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary.
The Diocesan Detective Investigates St. Mary’s Church, Calgary
by Dan Lacroix 

Father Lacombe was assigned as ‘Chaplain’ to the Canadian Pacific Railway work camps east of Winnipeg in 1880 by Archbishop Taché and for two years his ‘Sacred Heart Mission’ followed the progress of the construction as it moved west.

William C. Van Horne, Chief Engineer of the CPR, describes his introduction to Fr. Lacombe: “Near the Lake of the Woods one morning in 1882 I saw a priest standing on a flat rock, his crucifix in his right hand and his broad hat in the other, silhouetted against the rising sun… It was a scene never to be forgotten and the noble and saintly countenance of the priest brought it to me that it must be Fr. Lacombe of whom I had heard so much; and it was.”

Fr. Lacombe was already a legend to the CPR owners but he was equally in awe of them and the project they were undertaking. He was also keenly aware of the monumental impact the railway would have on the North West.

In his book, simply titled, Father Lacombe, author James MacGregor records the priest’s words: “I would look long in silence at that road coming on — like a band of wild geese in the sky — cutting its way through the prairies; opening up the great country we thought would be ours for years. Like a vision I could see it driving my poor Indians before it, and spreading out behind it the farms, the towns and the cities you see today.”

An entry in Fr. Lacombe’s journal about this time gives us an indication of his state of mind: “My God, send me back again to my old Indian missions… I am longing for that!” His prayers would soon be answered. Although he was not a fan of the rowdy conduct of the work crews, they obviously liked him… when he left, they chipped in to buy him a ‘horse and wagon’ outfit to take him back to St. Albert!

In 1882, Fr. Lacombe’s hopes were finally realized and Bishop Grandin of St. Albert appointed him Superior of the Southern Missions, based in Calgary.

His first priority was to make plans for the expansion of buildings at “Our Lady of Peace,” soon to be known as St. Mary’s, and to visit each reserve to assess its needs. It wasn’t long, however, before he was involved in more critical events of national importance.

By 1883, construction of the CPR had passed Medicine Hat and it was on its way to Calgary. The ‘right of way’ was infringing on the Blackfoot Reserve boundaries. Crowfoot and his fellow chiefs were threatening to resist any trespassing on their land… violence was possible.

When the government hesitated to act, Fr. Lacombe came to the rescue, taking advantage of his friendly relationship with Crowfoot. Without getting government approval first, he brought gifts and food out to the reserve and negotiated a land swap so that the tribe would be satisfied. The Canadian government happily complied with Fr. Lacombe’s compromise to keep the peace, and the directors of the CPR were grateful as well that construction would continue unimpeded.

When railway construction finally reached Calgary, Fr. Lacombe was invited to a luncheon with all the CPR executives in their dining car. To honour his contribution to the ongoing construction of the railway, President George Stephen resigned his leadership of the company and Fr. Lacombe was voted as honorary President of the CPR for one hour! He took immediate advantage of his situation and assigned himself two free passes on the trains, free freight for the Oblate Missions, and free use of the telegraph wires, for life!

*********************************************************************************

SEMI -ANNUAL MEETING JUNE 13 2017

      The Semi -Annual meeting of  the Calgary C.P.  Pensioner’s Association was held in our Ogden Club Rooms on June 13 2017 at 10;30  A.M. This meeting was well attended with  50 members  present.

       The meeting was opened by President Surinder Rehill who welcomed all those in attendance . He then asked for one minute of silence in respect of all the Pensioners that have deceased so far this year.

   The minutes of the last Semi-Annual Meeting were not read in order to save time . This was approved by the members.

 Reports of Committees .

Financial -   Ray  Beirnes   gave a positive account of our finances and mentioned that we were able to cover expenses for 5 out of 6 months and that we had a surplus of $15,500 plus bank investments.

Secretary Treasurer’s  Report  - Frank Mark reported on extra income earnings ; Raffles $555.00 , Donations  $205.00 , Pool $ 208.00 for a total of $968.00 .These incomes help  us sustain our monthly cash balances.

Communications -  Surinder Rehill  thanked the wine donors Vick Renny and Rick Boittiaux . He also thanked Jim Mckinnon for the donation of two Muskoka chairs  that have  been raffled off . Surinder brought up the government pension issue , Bill C-27 which has drawn much criticism from pensioners and 8000 had signed a petition against it .This is still on the government books but the opposition is very much against it.. We are also on C.P.Rail’s Social  Activity lists .Watch for announcements. He also thanked the ladies of the kitchen.

Sick and Visiting   -Ray Beirnes  reported on visitations to our members that are ill and usually in Hospitals or Nursing Homes . If you know someone that would like a visitation phone the office.

Travel Committee -   Ken Brown reported on the travel agenda  and stressed that it was very important  to move quickly when tours are announced  or all seats will be filled . Watch for future announcements on trips.

Social Committee     Pat Brown reported that 270 members were  served meals so far this year and thanked all the kitchen volunteers. 

Newsletter Committee -  Bill Benner reported that in order to reduce costs we have reduced printing  from 200 to 130 copies  .This has resulted in savings of about $40.00 .  He also asked to register your e-mail address with us to cut down on mailing as this is one of our big newsletter expenses.

Pension Report - Lyle Berge  gave a very informative talk on Bill C -27 and the opposition from pensioners ,as this if ever enacted could effect the way that pension payments are handled in the future. This 

Bill has had its first reading in parliament and it has  a long way to go before there will be any results. Lyle also mentioned that we will be getting annual pension statements for retirees . 

National Council -Lyle reported on the National Council meeting in May at which time our President Surinder Rehill was voted in as the new president of the National Council.  Also the meeting that were held every 2years would now be held every three years.

Communications  Dinah Breu reported on sending 138 E-mails and 96 phone calls per month and thanked all the phoners  . She also mentioned to notify us of any changes in phone numbers  or E-mail addresses  . 

Memberships  -Frank Mark reported that on January 2017 we had 243 members and requested that people in arrears with memberships  should pay up to date.

     We  had Melissa Murray, the Manager of Community Relations for C.P.Rail ,speak to us on the company plan to celebrate Canada’s 150th  Anniversary and the Heritage Train which will be travelling across  the country

       A Western Style lunch was prepared by our great kitchen staff that consisted  of beef on a bun and strawberry shortcake. 

Raffles were held and the winners were ;

WINE   …….Al  Lewin                        50/50 Draw

                     Cliff Salve                      Eddie Alamag  $30.00

                     Frank Mark                  

                     Ben  Batuyong              Lok Yuen           $30.00

                     Emilio Iuliani 

                      Bill Benner

Winner of the Muskoka chairs……….. J.S.Banga  
 By Bill  Benner

*********************************************************************************

SEPTEMBER MEETING AND LUNCH
      The first meeting of the new season of the C.P. Pensioner’s Association was held on September 12  2017 at our Ogden Club Rooms. We had a terrific turnout with  62 members in attendance.The beautiful end of summer weather  encouraged many members to attend along with our very important speaker.

       The highlight of our meeting was our speaker , Mr. Blain  MacIsaac  Director of Pension Services for C.P.Rail  who gave a very informative  presentation on the state of the pension fund . He mentioned that the state of the pension fund is in very good shape at the present time.  He reported that that the Company is in the process of switching payroll providers and there will be pay stubs issued  when the changes come . The new payroll provider will be CIBC Mellon . Watch mail for additional information . This will start September 29 2017 .

      For those who wish to phone the Pension offices  ,The phone calls will only be accepted from 8 A.M to 1 P.M . For contacting the Pension office, Fax or E-mail is preferred  

FAX ….   403 319 3669

E-Mail   ….. pension@cpr.ca ‘

   A wonderful lunch was provided by the ladies of the Social Committee which consisted of Bon Ton meat pies and for dessert ,cake and ice cream

Wine Draw  Winners                     50/50 Draw Winners 

   Eddie Alamag                             Joanne  Foster  $35.00

   Rashpal Sandhu                         Linda  Johnson  $35.00

   Jackie  Gay 

By Bill Benner
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
National Council of Canadian Pacific Pensioners Associations - Report for Calgary Pensioners 

We had our biennial convention in Kamloops, B.C. from May 25 – 27, 2017. Minutes from this convention can be found on the CP Pensioners website – www.cp-pensioners.com
Of particular note for our Calgary chapter is that Surinder Rehill was acclaimed as President. Congratulations Surinder!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Contacts:
The CP Pension Services Call Centre is available to answer your pension related questions. Service is available in French and English and the hours of operations are from 8 AM to 1 PM Mountain Standard Time (MST).

Please review the “How do I” page in the pensioner website for answers to some our most commonly asked questions.

· Toll Free: 1-888-511-7557

· Calgary Area: (403) 319-3035

· Fax number: (403) 319-3669

· email: pension@cpr.ca
Or by mail at:

Canadian Pacific Pension Services
7550 Ogden Dale Road S.E.
Calgary, AB T2C 4X9

CP Headquarters Main Switchboard number (403) 319-7000 

Blue Cross

Toll free – 1-888-873-9200. The NCCPPA negotiated an exclusive 10% discount for Blue Cross travel insurance for CP pensioners. Call Blue Cross directly at 1-866-544-7720 to receive the discount.

Claim Secure Inc.

Toll free – 1-888-513-4464
*********************************************************************************

                                 Newsletter Edited and published by Bill Benner, Lyle Berge
Phone: 403 271 5343 E-Mail: benne35@shaw.ca
Phone: 403 271 3604 E-Mail: llvb@shaw.ca
	**Remember, the dues are now $15.00 per Year

Name_______________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________City_______________________________Province__________________________

Postal  Code________________________ Phone____________________________

Fax_______________________________E-Mail_____________________________

YOU MAY REMIT YOUR DUES TO: 

FRANK MARK Secretary Treasurer, Canadian Pacific Pensioners Association 

Main Floor Building 10.   7550 Ogdendale Road SE.  Calgary Alberta T2C 4X9. 

Phone Club: 403-262-1238  Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9AM – NOON
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